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? * SPIRITUALISM 



Truth is Naked; Only Table Wears the 
Furbelows of Fain y 



BY M. ORIhR noon, 
The less a man knows the more he 
believe* what nobody knows, and the 
le*« he investigates (he more he takis 
tct granted. Domallsm lt> the turrmcy 



daughter of mistake, mid nobody who 
has proved what he knows i>r*'t< nils 
to. know much. For tnls reason Intel 
llgcne* woos doubt until it is introduc- 
ed to proof. Wisdom weds uncertainty 
until divorcee by evidence. There li 



In naked truth, only fable wes 
borrowed furbelows of fancy. 



i the 



etui 



In fa I 



So is whisky useful In delirium tre- 
mens, the dog's hair Rood for hit bite, 
but they forgot that If there had lM D 
neither whisky nor dog. there would 
be neither delirium tremens ncr bite. 
We shall never know all: what we can 
know lg only a little or what our par 
ents did not know and what our chll 
dren w ill know more of than we. The 
stagnation of perfect knowledge would 
be worse than the stagnation of per- 
fect Ignorance. Infinite wisdom, like 
artificially digested food, while reliev- 
ing at first, would eventually atrophy: 
there would be no work for the brain, 
hence the rudimentary brains peculiar 
to these who Imagine they have muh 
lug to learn. 

To satisfied certainty, evervthl 



faith alone. D ath. while the most 
common of earfly occurrences. Is the 
■ing large 

ly to the fa/*5iM the gentleman 



Ite faculty for scientific research 
a result, our know b ilge reMl upon the 
experience of tl> me whose reticence is 
too pronounced for practical use. Yet. 
spiritualists InlM that proof la born 
on every death bed and t.iat death Is 
but the mld-wlip* who ushers us Into 
another life, t am not given to ques- 
tioning anyone's. general sanity for one 
laps° into lunai ?, but I never hear a 
spiritualist try 1 prove that people's 
conseiousnc'?s-sj^ot imj>aire<i by their 



determine* to ;»ay the 
'going to get something so 
It that he cam tell the 



it, and he who 



sonaily. the chance of being nothing 
and going nowhere consoles me with 
hope of not being more than 1 
want to be, and gniiiK where 1 don't 
want to go. 

have seen several die. and to me 
drawn features and marble oold- 
portray extinction, while that 
dreadful rattle In the throat seems to 
spiak an everlasting farewell. Hut trie 
great question Is yet to be answered, 
an eternal problem impregnable to 
science. 

or 

the Immortality of mystery! 

Spiritualism is not new: it has com- 
forted fools md enriched rascals 
ce the dawn of folly, and the sun 
1 of rascality. It takes little to 
vlnce most people that what they 
want to believe is believable. 

While the scientist courts the sun. 
light and invites contradiction, the 
iritual.st sits in a dimly- lighted room 
th others of the fceble-mlntfed, while 
fat woman in a Mother Hubbard 
d under the "control" of Beethoven 
.Mozart, plays "Nearer My God to 
lee," on a wheezy melodeon. All of 
Is is esentlal to the ensuing mental 
stagnation during which the spirits ap- 
pear. Siieaking of "control." a med- 
ium showed me a portrait of Napoleon 
she had paint tl while und»»r tile "con- 
trol" of Sir Joshua Reynolds: It look, 
ed like a board fenc" advertisement of 
"Sunny Jim, 1 executed with a white- 
wash brush. She said sn-e was un- 
conscious whui she did it. and I said 




only do 



f fall li 



vith 



a woman who married a spirit i 
and the match ms turned out a very 
happy one. Tl. advantage of such ! 
marriage is, thi Is no danger or th. 
husband getti. * oo superfluous: as 
children porhar* would Invite com 
ment. they hn\ > decided to remain 
eh ildless. Wtim tizzies me. thougTi". 
Is, did that marr i.ge make her a wid 

man without cyn lifting bigamy? In 



dowments: where one concentrates, a 
thousand scatter The sensuousness 
or the Imagination is so alluring that 
only a disciplined mind can safel.v 
give H rein. The Ignorant man s im- 
agination is ever on an Irresponsible 
foray in mental space, eternally bush- 
whacking amid the twilight realm or 
the Impossible; every hovel breeds 
an architect of air castles; It Is a pro- 
saic nigger who doesn't spend his 
space time in Utopia; the poet only 
advertises the day dreams the rest or 
us enjoy but cannot express. Kvery 
truh Is travestied by lies, every sub 



children being foreign bom, of course. 
Both wife and children are. perhaps, 
rathor diaphanous for practical pur- 
together too thin, but I suppose It was 
the beat he could do under the cir 
cumstances. I believe in marriage, 
but I also believe In grappling with 
facts: I might stand a spirit mothe 
In-law, but that is about as far as 
should care to venture. 



I ago I | 



Thomas 



with 



why should not our known and briel 
lire Invite sentimental comparlsi n 
with eternity" 

I grant that without Immortality 
your present lire would prove a fail- 
ore, but would your being Immortal 
prove immortality a success? 
more worthless a man is here 
more satisfied Is he of his post i 
tea longevity and everlasting w< 
I know that I am here, that Is a 
notonous seir-evldent fact, and the 
man who thinks he knows more 



and a seir-coneett with indefinite boun- 
daries. You ask: "ir I am to be anni 
hiUtti d . why was I born ? " You are an 
Insignificant effect fulfilling some 



ete 



ially 



BMMt I blame nobody Tor expectlnf 
hi reafter or being resigned to ex 
I net Ion, but I have no patience will 



I deny no subsequent career lo any 
man— make no presen.t russ over fu 
lure feathers, only claim that that par- 
ticular possibility Is settled on this 
side or the grave by no proof of prob- 
ability; I know of no mortal analogue 
lo fit Immortal argument. ■aaJoaX to 
in", seems to halt at uiO death bed 

I modestly confess to my descent 
from an anthropoid ape, but my fanil- 
ly pride Insists that he was In good 
health when he assumed that Nam 
slhility. And let me say, berore I 
rorget. that 1 prefer to be descended 
rrom monkeys and Improve on my an 
Matty than to have been "created a 
i it lie lower than the angels," and 
MPh up at total doprnvlty. 

From that vast and Innumerable 
nrmy lhat has gone to recruit the 
"bivouac or the dead." not one has 
returned to testify In behair or a fu- 
ture lire; rrom all those great men 
and good women who have passed the 
last threshold or lire, not one voire 
has sounded a note ot hope, and he 
who would be satisfied of a life be- 
yond the grave must Invoke faith and 



Paine; we addressed her as 
"Mr. Paine, and secured much au 
ihentlc data rrom him respecting him 
seiir and current events In the Spirit 
Land. Mr. Paine said he Is happy, 
and has proved his book to be true, 
and his chief recreation Is witnessing 
the disappointment of the orthodox 
arrivals: he said the Presbyte 
migrants are especially chagrl 
teir that we adjourned to another 
room 'to talk with our loved ones, 
and pretty soon a medium came up 
to me and said. "You had a rather!" 
I didn't know where she got her In- 
formation, but F.h e Bemed to have my 
family hj story. *o that extent, down 
fine I assured her that rrom the 
various and emphatic evidences the 
old gentleman used to furnish. I 
thought I had. "Wall,' she said, "he 
Ik hen-, and holds a bouquet of violets 
over your head." I was happy to 
know that immortality had moderated 
some of the old gentleman s character 
jstlcs. but I saly nothing. Thtn she 
said: "He says don't be discouraged 
you will succeed In what you are do 
ing." I wasn't aware that I needed the 
rest cure at that particular juncture, 
but as it was the first time he old 
genleman ever accused me of doing 
somehlng I ought to do. I felt further 
ed to the becalming environ 
or the Spirit Land Hnt I can't 
get over those violets. 

The medium also told us that the 
Irjts ate, drank and worked, 'lhe 
Irlt food and drink, acording to her. 
is the aroma of earthly food and drink 
Mil,, the work is the spirit of worldly 
work. 1 thoiiKlyV I nilgh 
work, but I didn't admlr- 
sary department. 

To do spiritualists justice, they are 
the only > earners after inmiortalil I 
who don't cinse to yearn when liny 
'up against It. 1 It is an uuconi- 



hls I 



t br< 



sigh 



relief 



Oath to the majority, even with 
the assurance of a future life. Is ab. 
horrein; without the hope of humor 



tlon? I have given the subject I 
prayerful attention, and I have 



< favored with a new 
Atonement devoted exclusively to the 
intelb'tinil redemption of the spirit- 
ualist society and the socialist party. 

Spir tuallsm not only clainiB to 
know what nobody knows, but proves 
iknown with known nonsense, 
establ [hot t -ferity with temporal torn- 
fooler* Bvery seance is a corrunen 
in fanatical faith; every "sitting" 
Vl lesson In Infinite infatuation. 
Peoplf who reaent the honestly earned 
J| "lunatics." congregate In dig. 
nlfied stupidity around a rat. rrowzy 
old f r i id. who assumes the role of MM 
mlddl- nan between them anil some 
problitriia-tical spook? Shocking! Lit- 
llldren go to drink in this skim 
milk "diocy from the withered breast 
the hag Superstition, and " talk 
grandpa or grandma." whose 



thought 



I 



son still is. If I wt re one or rhose dis- 
Inguished "controllers" In the Spirit 
-and, I wouldn't do a thing to some 
>f these mediums when they "pass 

It Is often an excellent plan, when 
ou have anything unusually good" 
o say. not to say It. and when you 
have been inspired to spring an "un- 
answerable argument" on the public 
to go slow and M the other rellow 
spring It. Don't know till everylmdy 
knows: I've "been there!" No 
sensible preacher nowadays waste* 



rUng, he just i 



t the c 



rold, but the ninety 



daughter or wanton Fancy, the Irre- 
sponsible and tecund dam of " know 



I fn n 



' fiat i 



ap|>' 



Spiritualism is positive assertioi 
tabllshed by negative proor; imi 
laity is true because nobody knov 
ten t. A sublimated jackass braying 
Into the vacancy of an Intellectual de- 
sert and waiting for a rational ei 
Its followers parallel their claims with 
earthly sophistry till the parallel 
lapses, then crawl behind the bulyarks 

Once an Irishman went to the mor- 
gue hunting ror a missing Mend. 
"Can you identiry him?" asked the o.- 
flcer. "I can that." answered Pat 
"Wasn't he dcef and dumb"" 

I am certain of much of which I am 
unconscious, nor do I wish to live till 
I am conscious only of what I am 
certain. But there is considerable dif- 
ference between believing In aplte of 
my inability to understand, and be. 
cause of my inability to understand. 
My body may be the residence of an 
Invisible essence that nothing but 
death can evict; |*>rhai>s that essence 
Is Invested with the attributes of 
ious longevity. But If it be, 



•d V 



they were born. rnsi>eakablo! 

lid ynu ever stop to think how much 
should know If we didn't think we 
iw it? Ever occur to you how 
much something we could find some 
wher~ ir we didn't waste so much UflM 
looking nowhere r<>r notfhlng? No 
body knows much or anything else; 
cone -nt rating on many Is making t 
ipecialitv of all. 

I i^m as satisfied that spontaneous 
;ene'ation is responsible for our be 
ginning, physical and mental, as I an 
: hat Adaptation Is res|K>nslble ror oui 
deveopment physical and mental, 
have^no doubt that what we call th< 
" had its Inception in the m«na< 
las come down through the var 
phases ot brute life, improving 
as it came, until it reached man 
And what grounds have we for lie 
llevtig that evolultlon is going tc 
paui, > permanently at him? May no' 
our posterity ten millions years hence 
zealouslv to dodge the dtsgraci 



s rry to 



FATALISM 



Or Federation, One or the Other, Must 
Be Accepted 



(By Cliauning Severance. I pot recently and try to kill her? 

If it is Nature's "plan and pur- 
pose" that at and I should love an.l 
res|>ect our mothers, and the young 
man just mentioned should not love 
his, whet causes the difference in her 
"plans anil purposes?" Fatalism 
has no trouble in settling both these 
questions, but Um man who gives 
Nature conscious intelligence in her 
actions cannot do so. I must re- 
atlirm that will power is nothing but 



Any person win. presents I tlioujrht 
an idea for public consideration 
must expect criticism, and it sh mid 



■»• point. And mm Brother fYa* 

us look your criticism. 
" Fatalism give 
every eriminnl that 



■ hgl raoU who said, "'the ini- 
never occurs." tt is simply 
lie I... all men I.. s ■ thir 



i Mr. W* 



bint ■ 



. As all 
ike. there 
mist be a renson why they don"', and 
re find it in fatalism or inevitable 
MMMitjr. Whatever insures thought 
controls action, and no man ever had 
ight that did not result from the 



clTcc 



If a man's environment makes him 
cold and hungry, and it is not in his 
power to relieve his suffering without 
committing lhe crime of theft, he is 
disgrace hi 



,'tli 



deabat, for 
to do s 



Mr. Wade asserts that he can, will 
and does contrary to his desires and 
judgment if he so chooses. But he 



; for 



a certain line of thought which pro- 
duced it. No act of any kind takes 
place without desire where the will 
moves, for the will is not an inde- 
pendent force that sits above and has 
no connection with causes. So when 



iably 



! the 



rill— and 



I defy 



doi 



nd i 



i find I 



npellintr < 
> escape; 



ill fin, 
beyond their power 
hence, men act as they 
they must. 
Fatalism does not give a "plaus- 
!.<t the 

Wade never heard of n 



ed 



tint- 



dollar a head? Why should the so- 
lution of this tremendous problem be 
relegated to the decision of a horde of 
crazy rhapsodlsts who think what they 
imagine, believe what they think and 
are certain ot what they believe. And 
to them, doubting their ability to s-e 
he unseeable, hear the unhearable 
ind know the unknowable is equlva. 



from us as t ha majority ... 
evade"*Th*e"*r>dium of "belngT 
descended from baboons? 

Knowledge Is not mothered 
emotion and fathered by wish: it fs 
the daughter of protracted mental la. 
bor. the Inevitable offspring or diffl- 
cult Intellectual delivery. And when 
a hysterical old woman pretends to 
conceive and bring forth what th a 
greatest man can't beget, r, for one. 
am going to suspect the child. 

Human nature Instinctively glorifies 
or shies at what It doesn't understand. 
Some of us are satisfied with what 
we know of this world: others want to 
be authorities on the next. Some 
claim that there Is no resurrection In 
diejx-ndent of fertilizer and season: 
others insist on watching a cemetery 
for a problematical crop. Some say 
death ends all: others declare It Is on. 
ly letting go one life to get a better 
hold on another In the meantime, 
while making the most of lire, let the 
rest of us await the Inevitable proof, 
"possess our souls In patience." and 

The only "Infinite and Kternal En- 
ergy" which exists is— matter. Only 
this and nothing more In segrega- 
tion it is represented In the dew-drop, 
rose, be 
rock or 

tt comprises the universe of cosmic 
and organic life. Could this latest 
sipook of Atheistic scientists, suppos- 
ed to exist beyond the reach or 
sclenee. be produced and Inspected by 
teleilope and mlscroscope. It would, 
or necessity, also be found to con- 
sist of matter, and matter only, simply 
an eternal repetition of what we know 
environments. 




to show an excep- 
er absurdity to talk 
about free will. We have no more 
to do wilh the will in its last analysis 
than we have with the action if 
heart or lungs, digestion or the ten- 
dency to sleep. If the will were an 
independent force it would have to 
be divorced entirely from natural i 



and 



i not if 



nthful. By 



that they are so truthrul; ir they were 
hypocrite*, there would be some hope 
tvem; we can occasionally reform 
a liar, but a fool— God help a fool! 

"But." you say. "this nonsense com- 
fortB millions." Granted! "Then why 
to substitute uncomfortable 
e?" False comfort Is an unnatural 
stimulant, an unhealthful Intoxication 
thu reacts In proportion: there Is 
nothing lasting but truh, with it; re- 
wards and punishments, its crosses 

Another thing, why worrv about the 
dead? Why not confine ourselves to 
the living, making a speciality ot what 
we can know, and knowing more ot It 
Instead ot trying to scrape an acquain- 
tance with what nobody can know by 
paving somebody to Introduce us? 

How toolish to think that our great- 



Teacher—"! shall not keep you arter 
sohool, Johnnie. You may go home 

Johnnie— i don't want ter go home. 
There's a baby Just come to our 
house." 

Teacher— "You ought to be glad. 
Johnnie. A dear little baby— " 

Johnnie (vehemently) — "I ain't ghul 
Pa. 11 blame me — he blames me for 
everything." — Llppineot t s Magazine 



" I never dare t 



look down when 



Mrs. Impaling. "It always gives ni« 



be any. Kveiytliiin.' that occurs 
der gov i rnments is the result of 
causes that can always be found: and 
if every judge, juryman, and law- 
maker Vera fatalists, they would not 
all see or think alike; hence would 
not act alike. 

As a fatalist. I IHicve a man with 
murderous inclinations should be de- 
prived of his liberty, though I do not 
believe sneii |>eople are responsibli 
for their in ratal condition which mak, 

tl m daanmaa. When 



rill h 



DO* for the . 
ad sufficient t. 
inclinations, 
rnnnfakg amuck 



nd ii 



If i 



his nd 

fatali 

him up." Why! Because of per- 
sonal safetv. ns the law of self pres- 
ervation is recognized by all 
Mr. Wade says: "I object to • 

his ground work of facts baaM 

are merely assumptions. " When he 
specifies th ni. which he fails io do, 
shall be dce-liyhted to show him his 
mistake in so claiming. 

That Xature works without plan or 
purpose. I I W Ml a t, and the reasons 



varied 1 
with tin 
Xature i 



H.Ugh I 



deal 



why. and 
Hull that ^ 

aaaaad Un 
he (onnd n 



. Ah Mr. Wade thinks 
IBVC plans and purposes, 
- tell the Blade readers 
at for, she once put a 
i the stomach of Moses 
i forty-six feet long and 
inch poor health before 
what she had done And 
If he can see arrvthing 
that Nntnre ever built up on this 
earth thai she did not afterwards tear 
down, he sin aid Bot conceal the in- 
formation, as BO one else has such 
knowledge. So one who thinks and 
reasons can MippoM thai the universe 
always exisieo ns it is today, or lhat 

It is nnt neetssnry to be a poet to 
see the beauties of Nature, but one 
cannot live on scenery any more than 
can here on our boasted climate: 
piny 



thing. As our future 
actions will he decided by the in- 
fluence of 111. 1 environments we hap- 
pen to be in, we cannot foretell what 
we will do one or ten years hence. 

" rf«ay-r rvn. -fr ■ w t -m* Vr.^* — 
what conditirns will prevail to com- 
pel action; and this is why no man 
can foresee his fate any faster than 
it comes. To illustrate this point. 
Yesterday desire led a man to start 
for a certain place which he BXpeeted 
to reach, in this city. He was about 
to cross a street when struck by a 
team and in less than one hour was 
dead. 

That was his fate, and it was 
through no [ean or purpose of Nature, 
neither was it decreed "from the 
beginning" by the Christian's Ond. 
ns old .Tohn Brown thought, who. like 
John Calvin believed in foreordin*. 
Hon. It simply happened under the 
laws of fali> or necessity. If a man 
believes in God as the controlling 
power in *his universe he must log- 
ically heli -ve in foreordination, for 
if this Cod is omniscient he knows 
just what will happen and how it will 
occur to the fad "f time. 

So thought John Brown, who said 
just before he was hung: "I have no 
fault to find with the manner of my 
death. The disgrace of hanging ih>cs 
not trouble me in the least. Indeed, 
I know that the very errors by which 
my scheme VH marred, were decreed 
before the v.orld was made. I had 
no more to do with the course I have 



life 



tftei 



*U. 



icd UU 



t leaving a 



th the spot where it will 
fall." If thiB belief is not e 
hv Mr W.. he must, if a 
man, tie to fatalism, for there is 
nothing else, to do. 

Either i conscious intelligence 
runs the universe according to plans 
and purposes thnt are being worked 
out with mrthematieal certainty, or 
it is run by a blind and unconscious 
power that pioduees results in 
with necessity, as time rolls 0 
its everlasting changes. 

Beam MO conceive of nothing else, 
so T defv nn> man that walks the 
earth to •wcrthrow the claims and 
arguments of fatalism, for to do so 
he must first produce his Ood and 
then connect him with natural laws 
,,r modes of motion, and show how he 
ih.es things. To explai 



i with 



so undignified as to favor Ignorance Tribune. 



Nature will kill you if you look at 
her beautiful hills too long without 
eating, so the practical man is the 
UBOa sense man. 

Ir. Wade asks, "why do you h>ve. 
or and respect vour mother T" 
ng ■ Yankee I will answer his 
pie ones! ion hv asking another. 
J does | young man in this 
nity have no love, honor or re- 
spect for his mother, and why did 
he put fnrnmldehyde in her coffee 



Nalui 



Ood t 
xplanation 



Is thrc 



nd 



matter. ..- — r 

until some evidence of that mental 
erentkm is f< und apart from natural 
phenomena. Cod must take his place 
with the other myths that have in- 
tereated tad amused credulous man 
fa In-one nges. Fatalism deals only 
with taeta, >"d Cod is not a fact but 
a that*? to explain t 
of those who dahble in « 
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; Philosophical Bible Class Book, 



i Myt 



lels I 



| Doai 



flm reads the lesou for the 
an the Quiz .Master begins the 
Training of the class. The 
silently follows the quiz in the 
The Quiz Master, after receiv- 



facory 
quest, 



, reads the answer in the quiz, 
question has been put to three 
of the class w Hi out a satis- 
reply, the reader without re- 
proceeds to read that portion 
text covered by the question. 
Is then again put to the 



_: Cosmlan Hymn Book. 
Lesson for April 17, mo: •Paganism 
and Christianity," Chapter XXXVI, p. 
409, to close of thee hapter. 

A.— "I find no other means to prove 
doubt that Christianity Is anything but 
i aganisni under a new name? 
Answer— No. 

Q— Baronius, an eminent Catholic 
ecclesiastical historian, in speaking 
of the adaptaton of pagan ceremonies, 
says what? 

A.— It is permitted to th° Cburch to 
use, for the purpose oi piety, the cer- 
emonies which the pagans used for 
the purpose of Impiety in a supersti- 
tious religion, after having first ex- 
plated them by consecration to the 
end that the devil might receive a 
greater affront from employing, in 
honor of Jesus Christ, that which his 
enemy bad destined for his own ser- 
vice." 



opinloi 



Q.— What is Clemens Alexandrine" 
>n of Christianity and atheism? 
-"Those who lived according to 
the Logos were really Christians, 
though they have been thought to 
have been Atheists, as Socrates and 
Heraclitus w-ere among the Creeks, 
and such as resemble them. 

Q.— The testimony of St. Augustine 
declaring the Christian religion to be 
ery ancient, Is very Interesting. 
Please relate his narrative. 

A. — "nbat, In our times, 1b the Chris- 
tina religion, which to know and fol- 
it sure find certain 
h, called according to that name, 
according to the thing itself, 
b it Is the name; for the thing 



low is 



Itself which le now called the Christ 
iuu religion, really was known to the 
uncients, nor was wanting at any 
time lrom the beginning ol the human 
race until the time when Christ came 
in the Hesh, from whence the true re- 
ligion, which had previously existed, 
bi gan to be called Christian, and this 
In our days the Christian religion, not 
as have been wanting in former times, 
but as having in plater times received 
this name." 

Q — The learned Christian advocate. 
It Vurretlu, informs us what, con- 
cerning Christianity and paganism? 

A. — That It was not so much the 
empire Chat was brought over to 
faith, as 
over to t 

who were converted to Christianity, 
but Christianity that was converted 



DIVIDE UP 

AMERICAN RELIGIONISTS WANT 
A SAINT OF THEIR OWN. 

The Man Who Discovered America 
WU Do as Well as Anybody 



BY HAROLD BANNING. 
The cunning brains of the religlou- 
ts have Just conceived a new scheme 
i promote business and attract atten- 
on. They have many ways of doing 
so but having disgusted the world 
with loud sermons and expensive par. 
ades tJhey intend to accomplish their 
purpose by soiling the name of our 
greatest benefactor— Christopher Co- 



couce-rnlng the Constontine religion? 

A - -That it achieved in less than a 
century the final conquest of the Rom- 
an Empire; but that the victors tlinu- 
selves were Insensibly subdued by the 
arts M their vanquished rivals. 

Q.— What did Fautus, writing to St. 
Augustine, say in regard to the rela- 
tive of the Christian and pagan re- 
ligions? 



from the pagans except 
your assemblies apart I 
Jreek phi lose 
nius Saccus, founder of the Neopla- 
touic school, taught what? 

A.— That • Christianity and pagan- 
ism, when rightly understood, differ in 



origin, and are really one 
and the same thing. 

Q.-What does Caciliu* say on this 
subject? 

A.— •• All these fragments of crack- 
brained opluiatry and silly solaces 
played off in the sweetness of song 
by (the) deceitful (pagan; poets, by 
you too ctedulous creatures (l. e. the 
Christum*,) have leec sL.'.i-ui I'iy re 
formed aud made over o yjut own 
Cod." 

Q. — What did Celsus, the epicurean 
philosopher, write on this subject? 

A. — "The Christian religion contains 
nothing but what Christians hold in 
common with heathen, nothing new, 
or truly great,' 

Q. — "Justin Martyr, in his apology 
to the Kmperor Adrian for the Christ- 
ian religion, set up what claim? 

A— That the Christians had not set 
up a doctrine whldh in any essential 
point, differed from that of the pa- 



Q. — The most celebrated Fathers of 
the Christian Church, whose names 
stand the highest, are who? 

A. — They were pagans, being born 
and educated pagans: Pantaenus (A. 
D.) was a half-pagan, half-Christian 
Father; Clemens Alexandrlnus (A. D. 
194) the same sort of a man; Ter- 
tullian (200 A. D.) another one of the 
holy type. 

Q.— How did Tertulllan reason 



rldei 



inly'.' 



A. — "In find no other means to prove 
myself to be Impudent with success, 
and happily a fool, than by my con- 
tempt of shame; as for Instance, 1 
maintain that the Son of God was 
born. Why am 1 not ashameu to 
maintain such a thing? Why! but be- 
ll thing. 1 
God died. 

Well, that is wholly credible, because 
It Is monstrously 



that i 



I take to be ab- 
solutely true, because It was mani- 
festly impossible." 

Q.— Who was Origen (A. D. 230) 
and St. Gregory (A. D. 240)? 
A— Both pagan-Christian Fathers. 
Q. — What Is the only difference be- 
tween Christianity aud paganism? 

A. — That Brahma, Ormuzd, Osiris, 
Zeus, Jupiter, etc., are called by an- 
othtr name; Christina, Buddha, Bac- 
chus, Adonis, Mithras, etc., have been 
turned Into Christ Jesus: Venus pigea 
into th. Holy Ghost; lt»ls, Devaki, etc. 
into the Virgin Mary; " 
gods and heroes 
festivals 
ind parf 
;hurches. 



There is no "dead matter." If 
„>r were dead there wouid be no 
chemlcai affinity between atoms; no 
life gravitv, attraction, etc. When a 
ig structure or organism dies and 
disintegrates, each atom possesses 
the Identical life or potentialities it 
did Wfeet) in the living form or " 
first, -pavitated" with mlllons oi 
sociate atoms to evolve such living 
from. We may correctly define the 
Q "life" as organic or inorganic 
but never as living or dead mat- 



There is one essential agent the 
chemist cannot «ontrol in his labora- 
tory, viz: time; and this is the reason 
why matter in Nature's workBbop 
produces results in the course of 
which mrin in oourse of generations 
can never accou.pllsh.-Wettsteln. 



of the vengeance of the IMt>, and 
the I 'ope ordered all the church bells 



• is 



Is dark. When the 
harlot was brought before Jesus, he 
immediately pardoned her with the 
famous sentence, "Neither do 1 con- 
demn thee." Let the Catholics read 
a hlsoxy of their Popes before at 
tacking Columbus. I^et them read of 



Pope 



>rlyJ,o» 
1 wft tl 
like I 
t.%P 



Columbus has been dead over four 
hundred years but the ebb and How 
of time cannot save him from the re- 
ligionists. All true Americans have 
read with anger of this attempt to 
canonize the great admiral. . „ 

The plan was hatched In Philade 
phla (t/hat City of Brotherly J,oi 

strets are now stained 
blood of the Innocent), and 111 
such intrigues soon bore fruit, 
tltlon signed by only 2,000, asking for 
the canonization of Columbus, was 
presented to the Pope by one of the 
religionists. The petition was~%oon 
followed by a gang of 
head 
The 

gation should excite roars of laugh- 
great Republic. Mr. Sar- 
them with his pious grin 
and usual god-twaddle. Then came 
their request. The leader argued that 
saint 

in the calendar, and that It would be 
great consolation if the discoverer 
of America were so honored. 

He might have added that as sixty 
sr cent of the Americans avoided 
lurch as they do small-pox, they were 
>t greatly worried over the saint 
question. But nothing was said of 
this; no statistics were quoted^the 
probably .vnowing that His 
with 

might have 
Pope that as the Americans are the 
most moral race In the world, they 
did not want many saints around. He 
should have described the warm wel- 
3 tue Latter Day 
Saints. But none of these Interesting 
facts were mentioned, and they left 
Mr. Sartl wondering why the poor, 
Americans were denied any 
home-grown saints. 
The Rationalists can hardly believe 

1r .-. ^ .i-,., ,.f u llei.iililieJflAl!- 

liberal principles could fall" Tow 
enough to envy the rotten monarchies 
of Furope their great armies of crim- 
inal saints. Oh, Reason, is It possl- 
le? Did this occur In 1910? 
Not satisfied with this Insult, some 
pious priest came out with the state- 
ment that Columbus was a vicious, 
immoral sailor, "with a wife in every 
port" 

>ur greatest historian, Irving, in 
Life of Columbus," does not 
mention this "fact?," we may regard 
as a holy lie. This muck-raking 
vant of God has been reading 
rks, or rather lies, of Father Boyle. 



ving t 



i how bitter 



Columbus because the admiral would 
not allow him to torture and kill the 
natives. When famine threatened the 
colony, Columbus put Boyle on ra- 
tions. The priest could not forgive 
the admiral, doing all In his power to 
Injure the great sailor. 

Columbus endeavored to restrain 
the cruel religionists and protect the 
natives, but wthen he was absent they 
is they pleased. Great bands of 
priests and soldiers roamed over the 
land killing and torturing the nat.ves 
a most godly manner. On one 
it's day they hung thirteen natives 
honor Christ and the twelve dis- 
ciples. After describing this horri- 
ble crime, Irving says: "Such occur- 
rences show the extremity to which 
human cruelty may extend when film- 
ulated by zeal In tne cause of re 
llgton.' l 

The last years of the admiral's life 
were clouded by the inBults heaped 
i him by the clergy. Having 
wn every obstacle in the way 
his voyages, they now determined 
humble the man who had shattered 
the false geography of the Bible. 

ng these priests was Juan Fojse- 
ca, patriarch of the Indies, who suc- 
ceeded in having Columbus arrested 
and sent home in chains. Such treat- 
ment broke the 
when he was 
shackles placed in his rtudy, where 
could always Bee them, saying they 
re his reward for the New World 
also requested that they shouli 
buried with him. The only cauS' 
for this treatment on the part of th' 
clergy was that Columbus was th 
finest character of his day, which 
naturally made him enemies imons 
such people. 

All fair historians agree that Co 
lumbus was the noblest figure of the 
fifteenth century. While he may not 
have been a model in some respects, 
it Is certain he possessed more " 
anlty than all the clergy since the 



But the plan to canonize him is the 
orst insult of all. Imagine the gal- 
lant admiral seeking the society of the 
pious prayer-mongers called saints. 
Picture him associating with such 
creatures. Columbus is too great to 
be slandered by fanatics. All their 
efforts to canonize, all their prayers, 
noise are In vain, and 

the word god has been 
banished from the vocabulary of man. 
Mt. Vernon, O. 

H. PERCY WARD TO LECTURE. 

Morrison House 

Great Bend, Kansas, April 6, 1910 

Editor Blue Grass Blade.-I ar- 
ved in this country about two 
ontlis ago and have given a number 
C lectures in this city under the 
nspices of (he Church of Humanity 
I am now arranging a lecture tour 
irough the principal cities of the 
United States. My dates and places 
follows: 

May 22— Kansas City, Mo. 
May 29— St. Louis. 
June 5 — Chicago. 
June 12 — Cleveland. 

19— Pittsburg. 
June 26 — Washington. 
July 3— Philadelphia. 
July 10— New York. 
July 17— New York. 
July 24— Boston. 
July 31— Montreal. 
Aug. 7 — Toronto. 
Aug. 14— Buffalo. 
Aug. 21— Detroit. 

On the enclosed list are some of 
the subjects of my lectures. In the 
above cities, where there are Free- 
thought Societies I shall be pleased 
to lecture from their platfo 

rainst idolatry and superstition. 

In those cities I visit in which 
there are no such societies, I shall 
be happy to hear from any friend 
therein who are willing to assist 
the organization of my meetings and 
to supply me with information re- 

mTnj vt'ViI iJufln i - 

i I imposing too much upon 
good nature in asking if you will 
be kind enough to draw your read- 
to the contents of this 
letter and that of the enclosed hand 
bill? With cordial greetings and 
good wishes, I remain, 
Sincerely yours, 

H. PERCY WARD. 
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dered to add a special prayer to their 
dally supplications. As their prayers 
had so frequently before been answer 
ed In eclipses, and In times of drought 
and rain, so on this occasion It was 
declared that a victory over the 
st, when it disappeared, had been 
vouchsafed to the Pope, who got the 
credit for exorclsingsuccessfully and 
expelling it from tlteskles. Halley, 
however, who discovered the comet, 
guided by the revelations of Kepler 
and Newton, also discovered that its 
motions so far from being controlled 
by prayer, were guided In an elliptic 
order bv destiny, and ho predicted its 
reappearance in 1(59, which duly 
occurred. . 

The Biblical promises accepted by 
the Christian church as genuine re 
garding petitions, prajjrs, etc., collect- 
iiel\ and privately, are: 1st. What- 
soever ye shall ask In my name, that 
will 1 (Jesus) do." (John 14:13.) 
tad, "What soever ye^shall ask the 
Father in my name ft^ill give it to 
you. Ask and ye shall receive," 
etc. (John 16:23-24.) 3rd, "The pray- 
ers of a righteous man availeth much. 
4th, "If ye have Talth as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this 
mountain: Remove hence to yonder 
place, and it shall remove; and noth- 
ing shall be impossible" to you." (Matf 
17:20.) 5th, "All thfljgs are possible 
to him that believeth." (Mark 9:23). 
Gth, ' Whosoever shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and be 
thou cast Into the sea, and shall not 
doubt, but shall belSf*. that these 
things which he saith shall come to 
pass, he shall have whatsoever he 
salth."* Whatsoever things ye de- 
sire when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have 

have faith as a grain of mustard seed 
ye might say unto this sycamore tree, 
Be thou plucked up by- the root, and 
be thou planted In the sea, and It 
should obey you." (Luke 17:6). 

The faith-carrying capacity of a 
grain of mustard seed is Impossible 
to estimate, even roughly, but the ex- 
pression suggests a very minute pro- 
portion. The "naivete" of the latter 
part of No. 6 exposes the magical 
character and fraud of the attempt to 
cajole the Jews Into a blind credulity: 
"Believe that ye receive tnem and ye 
shall have them." 

The above promises are unlimited 
as to persons and as to time, being by- 
no means limited to the life time of 
the Apostles: "These^igns shall fol 



sMled, and about forty million 
pounds (sterling) of produce was lost 

» the history of earthquakes and 
other misfortunes, such as llres due 
to natural phenomena, show that 
praying people are saved from dauger, 
while the non -praying ones suffer? 
When the earthquake of 1887 in the 
north of Italy and south of France 
occurred, were the churches (God's 
houses) saved, and the gaming 
tables at Monte Carlo destroyed? No, 
the contrary. The Inhabitants or 
Balardo Med from their houses at the 
ish church, where they fell on their 
line, s ami implored the divine protec- 
tion. The priests and people wexe 
praying with one voice when the ce- 
lestial answer arrived. A fresh wave 



lug crowd, kll 

Sunday, the lord's Day, ' May 22. 
1898. Did It destroy the bull-rings 
mid preserve the churches— the hous- 
es of God? No. While the faithful 
and devout 1 brides of Christ —virgins 
e lives were dedicated to the ser- 
of their God— were engaged in 
ihapel of the Carmelite Convent, 
e most solemn act of worship 
whidh the Catholic Church possesses, 
not only was the chapel struck by 
lightning at the moment when the 
priest was adminisering the commu- 
nion, but the priest who was In the 
act of feeding these brides of heaven 
1th the body of their deity, was in- 



The earliest prayer was a ( 
nd In the early Christian ( 



Ing in the "choir" (Greek. 

The "presules", or 
dance on feast days. The 
were believed to be always 
dancing, and the glorious company of 
the Apostles Is really a chorus of 
dancers. 

Dancing, however, in the Christian 
church fell Into discredit through the 
Immoralities of the love feasts, but 
faintly survives in Church processions 
St. Basil said. "As dancing will be 
lr occupation In heaven, it had bet- 
r be practiced betimes on earth." 
The Chorentes, an order of monks, 
retired into the desert to obtain sal 
vatlon by dancing. At Limoges the 
people used to dance around the 
choir of the church, and at the end 
each psalm, instead of the "Gloria 
Patri," sang: "Saint Marcel, pray for 
and we will dance In honor of 

y< Up to the time of the Reformation, 
dancing was practiced in the Cathol- 
ic cathedrals of Spain. Portugal,, Rou 
slllon, Peru, and Mexico; and to this 
day a dancing procession takes place 
Whlt-Tuesdav at Kchternach in 
Luxembourg. Survivals of this cus- 
torn are to be seen in the Welsh fol- 
lowerB of Whitfield, called "'"WW- 
•Dancers" of Ohio, and the -Sha- 

k6 8poken prayer originated in an In 
cantatlon, remains of Which are seen 
in the rrequent repetitions in the lit- 
urgies of such expressions as "Kyrle 
eleison." (Ix>rd, have mercy upon us) 
•Good Lord, deliver ub!" in which 
deity is first flattered by being 
called "good," and then asked to de- 
liver from the evil ones or powers of 
darkness. Flattery and self-abase- 
mewt have always accompanied wor 
ship and prayer. Besides the collect 
ions of good spells against the evil 
ones, petitions for blessings. fln< 
weather, rain, success In battle, etc. 
were, and are to this day, common 
and believed In by man. 

When Halley's comet appeared In 
1456, it 



with you always, even unto th 
of the world." 

They are somewhat marred, 
ever, by the contradictory assertions 
of God the Father and original, " 
whom Jesus Is said to have been the 
incarnation, and those said to have 
hem inspired by him: "God knows 
«rets of the heart." (Psalm 44: 
'All the Inhabitants of the earth 
ere reputed as nothing, and he (God) 
iloes according to his will among 
can stay his hand. " 
(Daniel 4:35). "For I the Lord 
change not." (Mai. 3:6). Then what 
possibly be the use of prayer to 
him, as suggested by his reputed son? 
If God does just as he likes, nothing 
can change him, as he says, barring 
the smell of cooking (Gen. 8:21), 
If he knows everything, including 
people's wants, we can scarcely 
the logic of prayer to him. 

As regards the utility of prayer, 
should expect to see some practical 
results from It in nafTy life among 
those who have faith and who believe. 

Let us examine the point a 
little. Those who are prayed for 
most are those who are prayed for 
publicly In churches bv large numbers 
of the faithful and believing— sover- 
eigns, heads of States, the nobility 
and the clergy. Have our kings and 
queens enjoyed any better health, be- 
come any richer, or lived any " 
because of the prayer In the State 
,,,-aver book, that asks that It may be 
granted them "In health and wealth 
long to live? ' Histor* says No. Are 
nobility endowed with greater di- 
vine grace, wisdom and understand 
Ing in consequence of the prayers to 
Judging from the large 
rtminals and delinquents 
this class who 
small proportion of those wh< 

courts of justice, we should 
eay, No. Does prayer protect from 
disastrous floods, or produce rain in 
of drought? Mr. Foote tells 
us that in 1879 we were afflicted with 
a fall of rain scarcely paralleled In 
the country. Through the spring and 
the deluge persisted, yet our 
rain doctors kept unquiet as mice. 

scted that it 
scarcely politic to pray for sunshine 
until the Americans had ceased to tel- 
egraph the approach of fresh tem- 
pests. But deceived by a brief spell 
of fine weather In July, they suddenly 
plucked up courage and proceeded to 
counsel Omnipotence. The result was 
woeful. On the very next Sunday 
after prayers for fine weather began 
to be offered, a terrific storm burst 
over the land, and for weeks the rain 
The harvest was 



'(table 
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was being held in Paris in 1897, was 
burned down, were those pious and 
benevolent people who were carrying 
out the "work of their Master" inside 
saved from the frightful effects of 
lames? No, numbers, and these 
most helpless, were burned to 
i, among whom was a nun in 
the very act of prayer, believing to 
the last In the false promises of the 
deity she placed her faith In. It was 
said by a French priest to be the 
act of God," but there were two acts 
of God which require reconciling. The 
first, the drawing together of his 
le Into an extrlcable trap with 
>lessing; the second, their ruBh- 
and cold-blooded murder, not- 
withstanding the pleadings of the good 
nun— bride of Ohrlst— even in her 
agonies. Surely, If the love of this 
fiendish deity Is to be obtained by 
such cruelty and human suffering, we 
may be excused for hoping that he 
vill not take It Into his head to fall 
pAtt /JHfc — . ♦ — 4 — . i 

But I must stop, or Bro. Weaver will 
ks calling me down for making my ar- 
ticles too long. For further inform- 
ation on this subject, see "Lvolntlon 
of Man." by Dr. Hardwlcke, and ' The 
Folly of Prayer." by G. W. Foobe. 
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DR. J. B. WILSON. 

The International Congress of Free- 
thinkers was held in the City of Rome, 
Italy, September 21, 1904. The author 
attended that Congress as the American 
delegate. It la an account of travel and 
personal experiences that has received 
an universal encomium flfel press and 
people. In It religious dogmas and tales 
of priestly fiction are ruthlessly exposed 
while the reneral *tyle Is without com- 
parison In American literature of travel. 
Cloth bound, 3«0 pages, Illustrated 
Address orders to 
Bl.fK GRASS BLADE, 

Lsxmoton, Ky. 




Terse and Pithy Comments from Various 
Readers on Sundry Subjects 



A Humanitarian. 

CARROLL, WYO — Editor F 
Grass Blade: If you will kindly 
low me space in the columns of the 
Blade I would like to submit the fol 
lowing letter to my unorthodox 
friends for publication. The ma 
jority of whom do not profess 
Christianity, neither do they reject 
the divinity of Christ, but are 
tent to sit supinely in the old rut t 
of the ancient teachings of their fore- 
fathers. They are worldly people 
who have given little or no thought 
to the subject religion, except 
occasional declaration that they ' 
lieve in a hereafter." It is to this 
class, that we owe our progress 
the advancement of our cause. And 
it is to this class we can truthfully 
say, we know you are sensible and 
not prejudiced against reform 
whatever nali.re, so long as it tends 
to the betterment of humanity. 

We believe they will agree 
us in this it they will but a 
their better judgment to predomi 
long anough to investigate our ca 
thoroughly from a sckiitific as well 
as Theological view point. A 
entist knows things from personal 
observations. He looks at things 
their natural state. His reasoning 
power is unbiased by superstition of 
any orthodox creed whatsoever, 
will not allow his early training to 
intersept the progress of evolution. 
He is ever alert for new ideas and 
n<jw methods. His highest ambition 
is to discover that which has been 
hidden by the dark ages of the past. 
When men have been freed from the 
awful fear of eternal punishment 
after death, by a vengeful God, then 
they will have climbed up and out 
of the ancient rutt of religious su- 
perstition, and the world will have 
advanced a pace. 

Men will be better fitted to look 
upon the universe in its natural 
state and be more capable of doing 
justice to his fellowman. The rising 
'ration* u ill be t might tif.t this 
life is the only one they will i 
know, that their only Heaven is 
hero and now. 

If we would be happy in this life, 
we must improve every opportunity 
to secure that end. Our happiness 
depends upon our manner of living. 
If we overload our stomachs we 
suffer from stomach trouble. If we 
eat that which does not agree with 
us we are made to suffer accord- 
ingly. If we commit a crime we 
suffer the loss of our social standing. 
If we mistreat our neighbor we loose 
his respect. If we steal a valuable 
article then our guilty conscience 
rebukes us inwardly thus we become 
unhappy and life is made miserable 
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get the "God" idea 
mixed up with these characteristics 
Please remember there is no "God" 
or no "Devil" existing in my mind 
to control my sentiments. I am a 
free moral agent of human nature. 
Free to think. Free to act. Free to 
speak, and by the careful manipula- 
tion of these principles I am able 
to control my entire life in the in- 
terest of my own personal hapiness. 
This is Humanitarianism or Rational 
ism as you please. 

Respectfully submited, 
MRS. C. B. HAVEN. 
Carroll, Wyo. 



Vera, South Dakota. 

Bdtt©t 15. (r. Blade: 

It is so seldom we reud an original 
statement, that I complimented the 
author of one. that, "The death of no 
If Oman was recorded in the bible." 
Without asking my permission the 
man rushed ray letter into print to- 
gathM with a long whally wrung lack- 
ing sense of certitude. 

Nearly every shade of opinion or 
belief may be found in the orthodox 
ranks, but in one matter they all 
agree; that the biblo is history, and 
"only God k.iows," almost everything 
they do not. 

My critii' is t<»> tuioni to pNMrvt 
the literal word, we suppose because it 
fits his copy, and so fearful that an 
allegorical ii.derpretut ion will destroy 
it, that he a\< ids the troth. 

He tells us that he "reuouncei 
orthodoxy over fifty years ago." Al- 
most every thief will renounce burg- 
lary though he continue to burgle: 
if my man isn't orthodox, what is he1 
Bo gottaM tUai to be liberal. 

The matter under consideration is 
whether we use words in the sense 
their author us 



The most important words of the 
bible are inserted, transliterated, and 



therefore retain, and are meant to be 



r original bans* 



lug used in their radical sense, and 
free from traditional accretions, re- 
quire more discretion than the ordi- 
nary blatherdkilu cares to devote to 
study. 

It' we attach a different meaning to 
a word than its > ^inal sense, we have 
no means to determine what the peo- 
ple who coined and used such terms, 
thought; ami my contention is for 
original OMaabajk when reading an- 
cient writings, ■ 

Even many English words used in 
the bible have acquired different 
meanings through traditional usage 
since the bible wos canuonided; "pre- 
vent," as used in the text, then sig- 
nified, a vent, or opening previously 
made; a way of ->scape arranged for, 
before the time of, its need, where wc 
now construe it as meaning, to in- 
tercept. 

He asks what the word "Adam" 
would bef" Well, piking the Bible 
for it, we find it defined thus: "Male 
and female created he them, and call- 
ed their name Adam. ' ' Therefore 
thu word Adam is presented as the 
name for the mind of man, and also 
the name of a woman °s mma. 

The bible mils us that "Oud is 
spirit," and that "Adam is created 
in the likeness and imago of God," 
therefora we mini cnelude tki' 
Adam, like G'>d, is spirit or mind, 



Hod 



the body of 
ground," i. 



unkind 
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As (iod is only claimed to be an 
idea of the mind, and whereas many 
persons deny having any such idea, 
every liberal will grant them immunity 
without quibbling over it. 

Credo, signifies a belief, or "I be- 
lieve"} Miscreant, is the term our 
pious ancestors applied to the here- 
tics they toasted, and means, One 
who thinks wrong." 

Create, signifl^JMto make out of 

periences into a system, an intel- 
lectual world of thought, as the ven- 
erable Ernst Haeckel states the mat- 
ter. The production of a physical 
universe would not be a creation, be- 
cause it is composed of substance 
matter which is incapable of cre- 
ation; a creation is any new idea, or 
combination of ideas into an orderly 



In John 1-1, (N. T.) we find Je- 
hovah, of the "beginning" intro- 
duced as ogos, or Jesus (i. e. Rea- 
son, the great organizer of ideas), 
both words being the same, only one 
Hebrew while the other is Greek, 
and neither is given as the name of 
a man, born in a natural way; there- 
fore to be regarded as divine, or a 
matter of the mind. 

Dictionaries tell us that the word 
mind," signifies "to think," cer- 
tainly a function of the mind, and 
not of the bidy. 

I ask the name of his sixth day 
woman, or the woman "created" be- 
fore Eve was produced; he fails to 
tell us her name, so wc must cou- 
eeed that she is a creation of his 
own mental exacerbec^ence. 

He tells me thai he "respects me 
as a man (I wish my wife said that) 
but not as a getjfleman"; trust he 
muy please himself as to his respects, 
my opinion of myself is of vastly 
concern to me. , 
ding complimented that he cred- 
■ with writing something that 
ginal Mid totally different, and 
that his "God ois/y knows about;" 
am sorry llat he greatly desires to 
practice self polotio, (See "Banish 
me from the Garden of Eden as quick- 
ly as you please, b.'t first give me a 
bountiful feast from the tree of 
knowledge.") wleich the text refers 
I remain his friend and councilor. 
F. S. WEAVKR. 
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the dross and rubbish from the pure 
gold and discover pearls of priceless 
value. I think perhaps some of my 
friends would subscribe for the Blade, 
those who are not so "creed bound" 
as would want to read both sides of 
the question. I am sure it has beer 
a great benefit to me to read the op- 
posite side, for I have gained more 
knowledge and my faith has been 
more deeply grounded than ever by 
so doing. I hope you may have fTOftt 
success and that the Blade may in- 
crease in circulation and become 
po 



world for 
I knowledge. Yours 
i and affection. 

A. E. WADE. 



Thinks Much of the Blade. 

CHAFES, MO. — Bro. Hughes: 1 
end fifty cents for which I want you 
11 Mnd M i' s BUUJJf extra tofitu of 
lie last Blue (trass Blade dated 



20, 



It 



of the best article* I have seen, 
want si.ine copies to give my "orthi 
dojt" Christian friends. That artie 
taken from the New York Sun I 
QoUoil Smith, " Involution discus. 
Leading Thin] 



1 1 1 



•ellel 



is "Bible Ke vision" in which 
writer tears the Bible all to pie< 
I am glad the "higher critics" 
busying themselves with "that sac: 
book," for after they have sifted ti 
turned the searchlight of reason 
that (miscellaneous collection of 
ts) we will be able to separate 



A Promise from one of the Old School 

WILLIAMSBURG, 0.— Dear Mr. 
Hughes: Your letter of the 14th 
insu would nave "been given earlier 
acknowledgement except for my ill- 
ness. I was glad indeed to hear 
from you, for it is rather pleasant 
to have evidence that in my long re- 
tirement I have not passed entirely 
from the memory of my fellowmen. 

Regarding your request that I pre- 
pare a few' articles for the Blade, 
will say that I shall be only too 
pleased to do so when possible. I 
deem it the duty of all Freethought 
writers to place themselves at the 
service of those who have the active 
management of our propaganda press 
to whatever extent they consistently 
c m. r\>r thf immediate p-, -e> t, 
however, I fear I can not respond to 
your call. For a long time, owinj 
to persistent ill-health, I have neen 
unable to do any writing for publi- 
cation. My condition has forced me 
even to neglect important corres- 
pondence. You may be assured, how- 
ever, that whenever again I am nbtt 
to write, should you still feel you 
could use to advantage any (MM 
effort of mill", I shall ll.id pleusure 
in giving you the best of which I BIB 
capable. 

I have not seen the Blade for a 
ktqg time, and am looking forward 
with much interest to the arrival of 
a copy. 

Thanking you for your kindly re- 
membrance and for the good ..pinion 
of my work implied in your request 
for contributions, and wishing you the 
widest success in your vr- iniltinir 
labors for the cause of Intellectual 
freedom. I remain, f-ii'hfuily and 
fraternally 'WALT EH HI lti*T 



TWO GREAT SCIENTIFIC 

DISCOVERIES 

The World has no God, and Man 
has no Soul. 

A world-wife no>vaMBt to 

make them known and pet-pet tin- 
ted. For particulars, send a self- 
ad.lrcsscd envelope to the Presi- 
dent of the Church of Humanity. 
W II. KKRR. 
(it-cat Bend, Kansas, TJ. S. A. 
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VOLTAIRE'S WORKS; 



ever published In English has just been completed by ihe 
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New translation! by WILLIAM P. FLEMING. Including the Notei of TOBIAS 
SMOLLETT, Revised and Modernized A Critique »nd Biography 
by the RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY. M. P. 

DESPREAD Interest has prevailed la the publication of this great author;, work., a. 

lew era in the world of ! ir,.,ture. The real his • 

i.teroflua writing, have been denied English- 



V .h.ure is eminent alike as historian, sale, satirist, wit, philoaoobcr. economist, J 

dram.il.t, poet, essayist, as the -hamplon ol mental liberty and the loe .1 bMkrtnca In all £ 

It, farms, llis historical writing, are the creation ol one who was the^admired friendjf rile 4 

Sovereign, of his d^ Histone^wm ten witb^suc gJJJ* - , ^J"," ,j r J d Monarch and his 1 

*" Vlr0 "?.rHenriade" I. the greatest masterpiece of Epic poetry ever written and the most eloquent J 

presentation otnsWoU tokrallen the world has ever kn wn Hi* i.. ^cdics are the most prued £ 

Classics of France, and his Dramas have been played a hundred years. X 

hi d " Philosophical Dfctk|ini^M»jt*inb ^ »< Voltaire'. worh.._ j The .writing, are £ 

"'""yj'lrt J 7" tW itllCI J+wm ■ I WwHWI . A« much credit must be given him as f 

any man in all history for the permanent establishment ol this treat American Republic There • 

Is scarcely any saccesslul reform movement, among (be many to tbe credit ol the nineteenth can. }» 

t.ry, which was not either originated or pioneered by V.ltalre. Z 
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MATTER ONLY 



NO ETERNAL FORMS IN NATURE 

Symposium No. 12. 

(Bv Otto Wettsfeiu.) 
Tyndall said : "Matter is not that 
capacity which pholosophrrs and 
and theologians have pictured it. but 



wico two lie four, that only an 
tiuitostimnl j* rtion of "him" can 
in any special place or in man. 



K^x^X^K^ ♦ »»»»»»»» 



if 



i lie entire God were i 



m. he could i 



the 



forth all things as the fruit of 
own womb. Nature is seen to di 
things spontaneously, without 
meddling of the gods." 

In final analysis nothing exists bu' 
matter in its innumerable manifrsta 
tions. Matter is force, force is mat 



. Nat m 
ubiquit 



operative throughout infinite ex 
panse. Science seeks and finds in th< 
inherent physical and chemical quali 
ties or potencies of matter the souro 
of all cosmic activity and organic 
life. Absolutely no extraneous agen- 
cies, fashioning worlds, constellations, 
mice or men have ever been diseov 
ed by telescope or microscope — none 
needed. TV sole factors producing 

in the matter constituting the pin n- 
omena. The latter, being infinite in 
aggregation, this is the only rational 
explanation. The job is too hig for 
on-n agent, being, mind or a God. un- 
less we posit ahugemiracle-worker. 
which hypothesis however leads deep- 
er and deeper into the labyrinth of 
mystery — an I then argument ceases. 

Nature is like a great kaleidoscope 
in perpetual motion— its forms ever 
changing, the scope ever the same. 

There are no eternal forms of mat 
ter. Man is a form of matter. henc< 
not eternal. Though "the crowning 
work of nair.re" he must humhh 
submit to the inexorable edict of hi* 
environments, viz.. that which begim 
must end. Nothing persists, all forms 
of matter are transcicnt. excepi mat- 
ter in its elementary form. 

When men, flowers, trees and cos- 
mic bodies are "created" this is true 
only in a restricted sense. These are 
not creative but simply formative 
processes — pre-existing matter assum- 
ing other fpnjft When the "White 
City" was created in 1893 not an 
atom was created — when Chicago' was 
laid low la ashes not an atom was 
anihilated. Forms of matter chamjed. 
but their constituents survived. As 
wood, ston«« cr rr.tal is needed to 
build a house or temple, s the physical 
structure is ■ necessity to fashion a 
man. And as the house is no more 
-when crttrmei' so mini ends w hen "his 
which made him a man, is 



;t us titop fooling ourselves, 
the truth no matter where 



"Oh threats of Hell and hopes of 
Paradise! 

One titling at least is certain— this life 
file*. 

One thing is certain, and me rest are 
Ilea; 

The flower that once has blown for- 
ever dies." 

Nothing can ever become some 
thing, and something can never be- 
come nothing. Consequently sub- 
stantive eristence. at the present time, 
of the underlying reality of all forms, 
bodies and beings— matter— absolute- 
ly proves its eternal existence m the 
past and future. 

The church pleases to style Mate, 
rialism. "Th; Gospel of Negation." 
Indeed Wfc»1 do we denyT A sol- 
itary fact, truth, an object of knowl- 
edge, or whatl The priest cannot 
answer. We simply deny their bold 
affirmations, originated in ages of ig 
norance, and which at the present 
day are farther from being maintain 
ed' by the data of science than evei 
before. Materialists affirm that Na 
ture is all. 'hat it is supreme and 
that it contains within itself all the 
elements ami the cogencies n ■ cded to 
evolve cosmic activity and animal 
life. This the church denies. These 
self-evident facts, revealed to the 
humblest bun. an being by science and 
his own seises, it ignores. Which is 
the "Gospel of Negation?" Which 
is the true "unbeliever?" 

It cannot possibly be a manifesta- 
tion of bigotry or an arrogant as- 
sumption of superiority, frankly and 
plainly to affirm that there is no God 
and that there are no spirits, because 
the totality of our knowledge— all 
facts and evidence point directly that 
way and prove it. A negation is al- 
ways in order unless the affirmation 
can be established. Bui to affirm 

man emerg?s from a dying man, cap- 
able of surviving during eternity, when 
after thousands of years of assevera- 
tion, proof has not been forthcoming, 
this I insist cannot possibly be de- 
fined correctly only as the grossest 

The hypothetical God is God par- 
amountly by virtue of his omnipres- 
ence. A finite God. here but not 
there, there but not here, cannot be 
a God and a'! it implies. But if God 
is everywhere, it follows, as plain as 



throughout the boundless 
realms of Fpace also. But such a 
-mall part of any God could not, of | 
• "iirse. contain all the noc.ssary at- 
tributes of an infinite God. Hence di- J 
\iding a God and distributing "him" 
ill inlitum, divests "him" of divine 
ntlrihutes, distroys "him," and fur- 
ther belief must be prcemptorily 
■1 indoned. I 

Theology is the antithesis of all 
-liences, facts, reality, knowlidge, 
philosophy, logic, reason, sense and a 
Hod the antithesis of the grand tout 
ensemble of all existence. 

Whatever is is not God. What- 
ever we know to be is not God 
Whatever we know to exist by the 
evidence of our senses— aided by all 



h invci 



nd a 



nf n 



inly- 



•rn science, as well as closest 
ms— is not God. The sum total of all 
\istence is not God. The causes of 
ill phenoimna are not God. Nothing 
s God. , 



O life-loving mortals, who yearn 
to sne the approaching day. hurdencd 
tlmugh ve be with countless ills, so 
urgent on nil is the love of life: 



life 



kwr 



, of 



kme 



ind 



therefore it is that 
: is afraid to quit this 
n— Euripides. 
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ability and rxt 
s with quackerv. 
family at Cologne, 1486. H 



who 

;ive acquire 



wrath. At'h r the captivity Beareheba 
I rp . was occupied for sonic time by I he 
Cen- • Tew,, ' and in ,1,p 4,11 Cmthflr-A. D. 
phi], it was a Roman garrison. Two cir- 
nited r,, lar wells of fine pure water — the 
being forty-four feel deep to 



And i 



unsettled lleB P ot " ruins about half a mile long. 

| l n „ , Mm s and a quarter broad remain to mark 

appoint! d ,he P 1 ""' *' here Beirsheba one* was. 

dogyai 

e, and i.t traded great attention 
is lectures. But having by his 

■ satires on the monks drawn Ahab, the Son and Successor of 

hims°lf the hatred of that body. () rm i, Was King of Israel from 018 

he was accused of Heresy and ob- ( a , 897. He • married Jezebel the 

liged to leave Dole. He next taught Daughter of Ethboal King of Si.l. 



• i„ Frnnchc Bee Gen. 21:31-22: 10-28:10. 

KING AHAB. 



theology for some time 
pying bin 



Air 



lid 1 



i Cologne. Through 
the Phoen 
introduced 



worshij 



rnder Maxnrllian let, 



was Knight- 
nade Doctor 
Laws and Medicine, and gave lec- 
resat I'urvia until burdened ; 



iced t 



lolat 



! He. 



, Cas„t 



Aftei 



of Met 



tility of the 
lonks by his 



and Propheti 
persecuted, 1 
tained their 
And KHinh AnroJ , 
the priests of Boal 
wickedness of the 
mose severe threat e 



the 



of Boal i 



Prophets re- 
,er the people. 



I Witch, his 



hadad King of Syria, But ii 
■ campaign he was killed by .• 



afterward* 



■ Lord 

deceiv 



persecuted him still 
Cologne, so that he went to Freibtr 

in Switzerland, where he began to ex tripated by King .Jehu, 
prnctice as a physician. In 1o24 he during th -so wars that 
went again to Metz and there he out t | 10 lying spirits 

gained such a reputation that the H is Prophets. And the I 
Mother of Francis 1st choose him as W ho shall tnlice Ahab King of Is- 
her physician As he declined to rae \ that Bi may go up and tall at 
■fcipT-'-J the issue of the campaign R amo th-gilead. And one spokt say- 
that Francis 1st undertook in 1525 in im? a f t , pr (Ml manner and another 
Italy, he lost his post and went to aftt , r that ma nner. Then there came 
Holland. Here he wrote his cele- ,,„, a Spirit and stood before tha 
brated book (De Tncertudine et Ix)rd sa jd J wffl P ,,tice Him. And 
Nnnitatc Scientisitun) 1">27. a Beting \ nr ,\ as k s wherewith. And H» 

sat ir the Sciences as they then ' Raid j ^m ,j 0 out an d be a lying 

existed. An accusation against him Rpirit in 1he mouth of all Hi 
having bee i brought before Charles p(s Thp Lord uM Him to 
the 5th on account of this book, he ,),„, jj e should me et with the l*st of 
again became a fugitive and repaired BI „. ( . P!i( ,. For a more detailed account, 
to Lvoti. He there found the hatred ,.,,„,! 2 nd Chronicles. 18th Chapter in 
he had early excited in France not f () n. 

yet cMimruishcd and was imprisoned. j 0EL M . REKRV. 

But b ing liberated through the exer- 1 

tions of his friends he retired to MISCONCEPTIONS OF 

tt— illlllll Whit* he died 15^5. 

Agrippa was a clear-headed man. 
and had the merit of successfully com- 
bating uianv of the prejudices of his 
age. His book (De-occulta Philos- 
ophiaiO wkfaft contains the most sys- 
tematic account of the Cabbala, 
stands in direct contradiction with the 



,,p], 



A left 
March 



in the Blade Mail Bag of 



msly 
awakens 



pfMaed by other writ ■ rs. 

with reason be demanded of a Free- 
wor'c above mentioned. The most {Un]lf , ht pappr and 8 F r( .,..»,onghl 
<., m] M<- eollection of his writings , Af|(r rf , mHrUilltf thal a Pe r- 

appeared •!» Lym in two volumes ^ afMe vrHten for , he Blll(]e hlu \ 
without date about IfM | failed to appear, the writer says: 

BIBLICAL NOTES OF " l '"n*' >" ,,,r P a P pr is " ,lilv , a 

ANTIQUITY BEERSHEBA. Freet hough: paper, and not ore only 
in name," <tc. 

Baanlwba, or Biersseba. noted, Doe* this then imply that an 
(Well of Dm Boatb of Wall of the ,.,iii,,r of a PVMthoafhl paper, nwl 

•tven), :.lled b cause here Abrn- publish every article which reaches 

ham entered into an alliance with desk, or else, alias, be found 

Abimeleeh. King of Gerar. which he wan ting, and b? rounded up with the 



oath, and 

Beershet 



rift of I, 



; one of the most 
«| of the most 
Sarrnl record, 
led at this place 



Isa 



of 



also was, Esau was robbe 
girth right and blessing here and here 
Jaaofa laeriiaad to G<m1 before de- 
parting iato Egypt. The sons of 
Samuel were made .judges here and 
was ( nun In nee. Elijah was forced 
to flee into the desert 



Such a verdict seems to place 

,of their papers is limited, but there 
I is no limit to the amount of copy that 
j may come in in any given week. The 
orthodox and sectarian press 
(expected to print everythin 
them, but the Liberal press, it ap- 
pears, mint crowd it in. spare or no 
space, merit or no merit, or forever 
forfeit the honored name of Free- 
thought. 

This is not quite my own idea, 
either of Freet bought or a free press. 
It | MM hardly just to Bte that an 
•litftf should be expected to publish 
all the rubbish that can evolve from 
the brains of fanatics and lunatics. 



century. 



ild not he worth a nickel I 



c\ery creed, party, union 
or association now has some paper 
published to promote its on n views. 

effusions lo their own class of papci-s. 
A free press does not mean that one 
paper must be filled with a conglom- 
eration of ideas, for which the pub- 
lisher must pay the printing bill, how- 



I have I 
an article 



ild be 



for publication, tha 



The first and only -neHtJion is Elohlm, 
which means, "the forces of nature." 
which we call "the Gods." As the 
btrth of Jehovah is provided tor later 
in the text It s not the creator of our 

or,— therefore I affirm that Je- 
hovah means human reason, without 
which we can have no Intellectual 
orKanization, or universe of mind. As 
t is necessary to observe the dictates 



ml i 



) ehec 



■n. sane minds and liealthy bodies, 
we must strive and cultivate peace 
1 happiness through lateUeetdftl 
warfare. 1 believe there is need for 
Freethought organization, wherein 
e truth may be taught: where Chris 
ins betimes will be welcomed (rath- 
• than repulsed), and where we 
may instruct them and lead tl-em out 
of their wilderness into the fair haven 



plain what I lie article Is for or about, 
or to follow it up with a reprimand 
in case it fails to appear in Hm paper. 
If it fails to appear, one can "just 
suppose" 'lie editor had sutlicient 



1 hi. 



I I 



the 



not any OM writer that has called 
this forth, but several. One writer, 
if my memory serves me right, threat- 
ened to withdraw patronage from the 
Blade, if his (or her) manuscripts 
were not printed. It np|>eared out of 
the question that the editor might 
possess judgment or discrimination of 



his o 

But < 



• Km 



s for him 



!'■ 



je the most carefully edited in th 
world. It matters nothing how re- 
igious papers are edited: it mailers 
'verything how Liberal papers are 
pdited. Our editors, more than any 
ither class, are carrying the weielit 
>f tl 



theii 



The 



ined the co-operation of their readers 
and contributors: they absolutely do 
not need dictation. 

MRS. J, ('. COON 
Bartow, Florida, 



A PLAN FOR ORGANIZATION 
OUTLINED. 

VERA. s7l>.. Mch. 5, 191U. 

I request you to reprint the follow- 
Ing excerpU rrom Froethought napei s: 

"Mr. Percy Ward In Truth About 
God and Life' for January, says that 
he has made tlie discovery that there 
Is no future life; In other words, that 
death ends all. In this case. 
Wand simply makes a statement tha,t 
he nor any other living person can 

Says M. f;rler Kidder: Theoretica 
Anarchy is my dream for the future 
because theoretical anarchy says: 



l the contrary, suggests 
minding your neighbor's. At least, 
blowing Innocent folks to atoms with 

man"' doesn't strike me as exclusive 



I am an atheist, and while I do 
believe that Nature thinks, I 
compelled to prove .hat nature requir- 
ed no personal caretaker or maker, 
disclose a plan of the universe that 
explains gravitation, etc, so. simple 
that any sane man or ten-yr-old boy 
can readily grasp it. I base my ' 
llglous' doctrines' of there being 
God upon the Bible. It stands or falls 
with Cenesia; that If Genesis gl< 
no authority for God, 
of the Bible th 



r efctl 



tin 



But 



nobody 

■option 



knows it, and because any con 
of such a being is impossible — as ill 
Intelligent divines concede — and es 
pecally because the facts of Nature 
absolutely make such an abnormal br- 
ing Imiiossible. what ground have you 
to say you "Don t know?' ' Absolutely 
none. It Is unreasonable— not to rail 
It cowardly. Don't yon nee you are 
placing your superior intelligence and 
doubt on a par with the Thelst's ab- 
ject superstition? You thus concede 
their belief Is as reasonable as your 
ratlrnal unbelief. Why thus humiliate 
yourself— why concede this much, 
when reason, judgment, knowledge, 
facta, all are on your side, absolutely 
nothing on theirs' It Is not your bus- 
iness to fly off throughout the realms 



if bo 



mil.', 



old a 



od. Not t 



ail 



Hughe* 



■ making 



Brother 

the fight of your lite. Socialism is 
selfishness, and It will desert you the 
instant It shall succeed, or rather the 
mt a Socialist President would 
lected, Masonry and Romanism 
would begin to lOrap, and Kreethought 
would sink in the general disruption 
of Boclety. 

I desire to Interest you in a scheme 
my own. I want to establish the 
work of my life, practically. I want 
begin tha organization of Liberal 
ism. 

If this can be done as I have con- 
sidered It and plannrd It out. I can 
supply thousands <>r dollars as an .n- 
vestment to further the cause: but I 
am sure, as I planned. It will be self- 
supporting, as a small book which 1 
forking on (and have been for 
the past 40 years) will supply the 
funds and leaven the cause. But I 
need advisement, literary akill and 
ability bi«Mg with what 1 
have supidled: or In other 
words, the matter is to be subjected 
to Its friends. 

My plan is to kit < nc-'i member pray 
not, aa he or she may choose. 
Let only atheists bave a controlling 
management of the organization.- r • 
talnlng God-rearing persons on the 
rolls as probationary 

opin 



Simply dmy the affirmation— baaed 
upon nothing. Your simple, honest 
denial proves there Is no such a being 
unto**, in d»ed rt t iast. »f»"r 

s of search, they could find or 



• him. 



"T'l t 



s la 



de- 



ll." would you assume the Agnostic 
ttltude and say: "My friend. I believe 
lere Is no such a being, but there 
lay be— I don't know"? Supiiose some 
ne a«ya: "I have a live elephant In 
bird cage In my house." but refuses 
, prove it. would you concede that 
t might have or mlgh* not have? 
uppose some one says: "Twice tw«\ 
i five." would you, In spite of your 
nowlidge to th* contrary, concede: 
Twice two may be ft"e; I don't 
new"? But such attitude towards 



self-evidently false proposl 



... more unreasonable tren your 
attitude now as an Agnostic^ You 
know there is a universe of cosmic 
forme and life. Two entitles cannot 
occupy the same space at the same 
time The universe positively pre-oc- 
cupi.s all space-how can a God also 



eludes 



mnipri 



To 1 



i no I 



for 



Ignoranc" or short comings of 
othera. v 

To nave nothing to do with polities 
or tihe regulation of human conduct, 
but to deal wlbh art, science, etc.. the 
culture or the mind. 1. o. religion, 
which Is the science of the mind, that 
deals wl'li preserving and perpetuat- 
ing sanity. 

I am not writing this Tor publica- 
tion, but to call your attention. You 
may publish my name as a candidate 
for the lecture field aa an Organizer 
of a Rationalist system for the promo- 
tion of Freethought. and In your own 
terms Indicate what the system may 
j )P _F. s. WKWKK 



"THE DOGMATISM OF MATER 
IALI8T8." 

"It strikes me that our good friend 
Wettsteln Is positive to the extetrl ot 
dogmatism, but I am an Agnostic, and 

don't pretend to know."— v. w Beck. 

Don't pretend to knuw what? That 
there Is a <;od? Of BWU»e. fO« * " 1 
Bro. Beck: but why don't >'"•"'• 
cause nohody knows. If such • *** D £ 
existed don't you suppose all would 
It. you would know It. and such 



The Materialist confining ""_»■ 
strictly and humbly to s.-lfevidcnt 
facts, therefore has a right to be dog- 
matic as much so as the mathema- 
tteiar, Who dogmatically affirms that 
twice two Is four, and because twice 
two is four, twice two cannot possibly 
nP five, though the Whole world 
should so affirm. 

A man dies, the Mat -rial 1st simply 
savs: This man Is dead. He is dog 
matlr about It. and has a right to be. 
Another says, this man is not dead; 
he still lives— asserts it dogmatical*, 
but don t prove it. Who Is right? 

There Is no room fcr Agnosticism, 
no hall-wav house. DO middle ground 
The conflict Is between Naturalism 
and Theism, and th se two s^nno,8 )l < I , ) , 
factions must flgM the battle to a n 
tah. M Theism Is reasonabl- 
iallsm stands supreme, and I 



I should 



OTTO 



I the c 



Ch.rles Chilton Moor*. 
a young man the author had 
,ut to walk through the Holy 
, foot, flenching Paris he gave 
Diirney and returned home. He 
e trip by rail and boat ahoul 
irs before his death. Thl« hook 
account of what he sa«v and 
numerous Christian mythi. It 

io Hnnotn »u't» n,B for » „ 25 

Cloth Bound, 350 P»ge«- ■•■M" 11 25 
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